ing jobs. True! This can be remedied by 
making the teaching role professional. 
The reputation of schools of education 
should be based on percentages of gradu- 
ates who take jobs and stay in the field. 
— Gordon Holmgren, Division of Edu- 
cation, University of Wisconsin, Superi- 
or. 


Appalling 


When I skimmed through the articles 
in the March Kappan, my attention was 
immediately caught by “An Education 
Platform in Search of a Candidate Who 
Wants to Win,” by Martin Haberman. 
Being an early childhood educator with 
a speciality in child care and an interest in 
advocacy, I immediately focused on the 
first point in Haberman’s platform: uni- 
versal day care. “Wonderful,” I thought 
to myself. “We need more Kappan read- 
ers aware of the child-care crisis.” 

Then I settled myself to read the arti- 
cle more thoroughly. By the time I fin- 
ished reading the explanation of Haber- 
man’s first point, I thought, “Where’s the 
punch line. This must be a humorous ar- 


ticle making a satirical statement.” When 
I realized that there was no punch line 
and that this was a serious article, I was 
appalled. 

At a time when the National Associa- 
tion for the Education of Young Children, 
the National Association of Elementary 
School Principals, the International Read- 
ing Association, the nation’s pediatri- 
cians, special educators, and many par- 
ents are recognizing the inappropriate- 
ness of teaching formal academic sk:'ls 
to young children, Haberman does & 
great disservice to children by suggest- 
ing that they should be taught the first- 
grade curriculum in day care. 

In addition, this plank in his education 
platform seems to contradict his fifth 
plank, which suggests a “blitz” on basic 
skills in the third and fourth grades. This 
fifth point certainly makes more sense in 
terms of children’s cognitive develop- 
ment. By the time children are 8 or 9 
years old, they can be taught and can use 
rules with understanding, particularly if 
they have good foundations in literacy 
and numeracy. But why waste five or six 
years trying to make children acquire 


skills at ages 3, 4, 5, or 6, when this can 
be done so much more efficiently later? 

The Kappan reaches too many readers 
who are in decision-making positions that 
affect the quality of life for young chil- 
dren to allow this article to go un- 
challenged. I hope that this article pro- 
vokes an overwhelmingly negative re- 
sponse from all concerned readers and 
that the editors of the Kappan publish the 
responses (or follow-up articles) that 
present ideas for appropriate early child- 
hood education. — Martha K. Ross, 
Department of Early, Middle, and Spe- 
cial Education, James Madison Univer- 
sity, Harrisonburg, Va. 


Oops! 

In the article, “American History Text- 
books: Where Do We Go from Here?” 
(April), Gilbert Sewall says that Charles 
“the Swamp Fox” Marion seemed a very 
curious revolutionary. Since his name 
was Francis “the Swamp Fox” Marion, 
Charles seems a very curious revolution- 
ary to me, as well. The thrust of the arti- 
cle was right on target though. — Walter 
M. Baker, McBee, S.C. 
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DEVELOPMENT 
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Pennsylvania 
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